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in practice also continuity of policy con-
notes increased power and control by the
permanent officials. The more you set up
this fetish of continuity the more you fall
under the influence of office routine and
office tradition, the less amenable does the
helmsman become to the generous currents
of opinion, whether of one party or the
other, which sway the minds of plain men
in a free country.
But why this shunning of party con-
flict? Does not all progress, whether
in nature or in the intellect, spring
from mutual strife? and is not orthodoxy
or uniformity of opinion just a synonym
for stagnation? The one is life, organic
growth; the other the hardening of
arteries that forebodes decay. After all,
as Bismarck remarked, " nur die /Ca/z-
flickte nicht zu tragisch nehmen" There
is no need to wring one's hands over the
spectacle of men arrayed in warring
camps. Let us rather rejoice that men are
still touched to the quick by questions
affecting the government of themselves and
of others, that they are still moved by great